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The book will review in a point/counter-point fashion all correct programming methodologies. It will

show what&#39;s right or wrong with these and show where each can be most effectively used.
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"Wicked Problems, Righteous Solutions" was published 20 years from the point of this review.

Within these 20 years, the book is dated yet also still amazingly up-to-date. Most of its up-to-date

information has been summarized in the numerous books about agile and iterative development, yet

most of them refer back to this book for more background information.I guess the essence of the

book is that waterfall is a bad idea, there are good reasons for why it is a bad idea and there are

alternative (ideas) that are worth considering that prevent that idea.The first two and the last (9)

chapters cover the old discussion about is software development a science, is it engineering, or is it

an art? What does being a professional mean in software development. It is amusing how relevant

these questions still are in 2011, though the definition of what a craftsman is and does has

definitively evolved over the many years.Chapter 3 and 4 (nearly half of the book) discuss the

waterfall method, its history, the variants and also the many reasons why it doesn't and cannot

work. One of the main reasons, the authors argue, is that software development is a "wicked

problem" which is defined as "you know what system to build only after you build it." In other words,

the world changes and both the developers and customers/users of the system constantly learn and

therefore you cannot define the whole solution in the beginning but need to actually build something



in order to gradually learn. Of course, much of these ideas have been taken years later in the agile

development space and new ways of working were created to deal with that (of which there are

some origins in this book).Chapter 5-8 discuss different alternatives to waterfall development.
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